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Winter commencement to honor more than 1,100 graduates 
 
Marshall University will honor 1,131 graduates 
from July and August 2015 and students who are 
tentatively scheduled to graduate in December at 
the annual winter commencement at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 12, at the Big Sandy Superstore 
Arena in downtown Huntington. 
 
Because the winter commencement continues to 
grow in numbers, the families of the graduates 
attending this year’s ceremony are urged to arrive 
early, Registrar Roberta Ferguson said. 
 
“We expect to have a big crowd, just like we had at last year’s ceremony,” Ferguson said. 
“Winter commencement is a festive event, in part because of the holidays and – of course – 
because of the milestone accomplishment realized by each graduate when he or she crosses that 
stage. It is a very proud moment for the graduates and their families – as well it should be.” 
 
Among the students who received or are about to receive degrees are 718 undergraduates, 411 
with graduate degrees and two from the School of Medicine. About 500 students have indicated 
they plan to participate in the ceremony. Each graduate will receive congratulations from Interim 
President Gary White and be presented with a scroll by his or her academic dean. 
 
Ferguson said 207 students will graduate with honors. Twenty-one will graduate summa cum 
laude (3.85 to 4.0 GPA), 44 magna cum laude (3.6 to 3.84 GPA), and 130 cum laude (3.3 to 3.59 
GPA). 
 
Three students receiving associate degrees will graduate with high honors, and nine associate 
degree recipients will graduate with honors. 
 
Three students will complete their baccalaureate degrees with perfect 4.0 GPAs, pending final 
grades for the fall term. 
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Keynote speaker at the commencement will be Dr. Andrew Nichols,   a professor of engineering 
and winner of the Dr. Charles E. Hedrick Outstanding Faculty Award for the 2014-2015 
academic year. He also received the Distinguished Artists and Scholars Award for the same year. 
 
Here are some facts about this year’s winter commencement: 
 
Commencement video 
 
A downloadable copy of the ceremony will be available free of charge, courtesy of the MU 
Alumni Association. Visit www.herdalum.com to download your free copy of the 
commencement ceremony. 
 
Military service recognition 
 
Marshall will recognize graduates with military service by issuing special red, white and blue 
cords to be worn at commencement. Military cords must be picked up in the registrar’s office 
(Old Main 106A) by 5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 11. Cords are to be kept by graduates. 
 
Parking 
 
Parking is available in the parking garage on Third Avenue across from the Big Sandy 
Superstore Arena. Parking in this garage is available on weekends at no charge. Additionally, 
parking is available in the Pullman Square garages for a minimum fee. 
 
Photographs 
 
The professional photographer (Grad Images www.gradimages.com) will e-mail proof 
information to graduates a few days after the ceremony. Purchase of photographs is entirely 
optional. 
 
Ceremony to be streamed live 
 
The commencement ceremony will be streamed live on the Web. The link – 
www.marshall.edu/it/livestream — will be available on the main MU website 
(www.marshall.edu). 
 
———- 
 
Photo: Members of the John Marshall Fife and Drum Corps play at the 2014 Winter 
Commencement. 
 
 
 
 
 
Reminder: Annual Human Resources open house is today, Dec. 
9 
 
Human Resource Services and Equity Programs 
invites faculty and staff to their annual holiday 
open house, which will take place Wednesday, 
Dec. 9, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. in Old Main 323. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New specialty license plate features Marco 
 
Marshall’s Office of Alumni Relations unveiled a 
new design for the university’s official West 
Virginia license plate this week. 
 
The new plate features a large outline of the face 
of Marshall’s beloved mascot Marco. It replaces 
the current design, which has the school’s athletic 
logo. 
 
The new plate, which is available to alumni, 
students, employees and fans, can be ordered through the Office of Alumni Relations and will be 
issued by the West Virginia Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV). 
 
Starting immediately, the DMV will begin mailing plates to those who currently have a Marshall 
specialty license plate and have ordered the new design. 
 
For new orders, the initial cost of the specialty 
plate depends on the expiration date of the 
holder’s current license plate. The cost to renew 
the specialty plates will remain at $45 annually. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The application and price schedule are available 
online at 
www.transportation.wv.gov/DMV/DMVFormSearch/DMV-54-MU.pdf. 
 
Matt Hayes, Marshall’s executive director of alumni relations, said he thinks alumni and fans 
will be thrilled with the new plates. 
 
“We have been looking forward to rolling out the new license plate design and know our alumni 
and fans will be excited about this fresh look,” he said. “It’s a great way to demonstrate your 
Herd community pride and showcase Marshall University wherever you go.” 
 
Hayes added that the new plates are being printed digitally, which means they are more legible 
than the old plates, which were embossed. They also are more environmentally friendly because 
they are not painted, and are cheaper to mail than the heavier embossed plates. 
 
For more information, e-mail alumni@marshall.edu or call (304) 696-2901. 
 
————- 
 
Photo:  Marshall University Executive Director of Alumni Relations Matt Hayes and Interim 
President Gary G. White unveil the university’s new, official West Virginia specialty license 
plate. The plate can be ordered through the Office of Alumni Relations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reminder: Family Holiday Party is Dec. 10 
 
 
President and Mrs. Gary White invite Marshall 
faculty and staff and their families to attend the 
annual Family Holiday Party from 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 10, in the Don Morris Room of 
the Memorial Student Center. 
 
Santa is expected to make an appearance at 5:45 
p.m., giving children an opportunity to have their 
photos taken with him. In addition, there will be 
crafts, cookie decorating, a Lego presentation and 
lots of good food. 
 
The cost of the event is underwritten by Sodexo. 
State funds will not be used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
United Way campaign underway; deadline is next week 
 
Marshall University has a proud history of 
supporting United Way of the River Cities and 
the many important causes it represents, said 
Interim President Gary White Monday in an e-
mailed announcement of this year’s campaign. 
 
“The university family has consistently been a top 
contributor to United Way’s annual workplace campaign,” White said, “and in just the last three 
years we have helped close to 3,000 people right here in this community! 
 
“Because of your great support last year, we were able to increase our workplace campaign by a 
remarkable 38% and we hope to continue that trend as we kick off this year’s campaign. 
 
“Please join us in making sure students in our community graduate from high school, more 
adults have the job skills they need to get hired, a solution is found to the substance abuse 
epidemic, and those in need of food, shelter, clothing and protection have their needs met. We 
can indeed make a difference.” 
 
Megan Archer from the Office of University Communications said that Marshall faculty and 
staff can make a pledge by clicking the following link, https://rivercities.unitedwayepledge.org/, 
and using the following ID and password: 
 
ID:  marshall 
 
Password: united 
 
Register by entering your e-mail. You’ll be sent a confirmation e-mail that will allow you to 
complete the pledge process. Clicking “Pledge” on the link on the left-hand side will bring you 
to the contribution options, where you can choose payroll deduction, credit card, one-time gifts, 
etc. 
 
If you would prefer to fill out a paper pledge form, please download and print the online form 
and send to Megan Archer in Old Main 213 by Wednesday, Dec. 16. If you would like to request 
a paper pledge form be delivered to your office, contact Archer at archer15@marshall.edu or 
304-696-3916. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deadline nears for Classified Staff holiday projects 
 
Donations for the Classified Staff’s Homeless and Needy Christmas bags  project and items for 
the Veterans Home  must be dropped off no later than 5 p.m. Thursday, December 10. 
 
Items needed include toothbrushes, toothpaste, individually wrapped bars of soap, men and 
women’s deodorants, Little Debbie Christmas cakes, individually wrapped candy canes, men’s 
toiletries, shaving accessories including razors, shaving cream and aftershave, mouthwash 
(nonalcoholic), tissues, laundry detergent, hair care products (brush and comb) denture care 
(cleaner, cups tablets), pocket T-shirts, men’s new socks and large size flannel shirts, decks of 
cards, card and board games and wrapped snacks (cookies, chips, etc.). 
 
Items can be dropped off at any of the following locations: 
 
Huntington Campus: 
 
• Old Main Basement Mailroom – Leonard Lovely 
• Accounting – OM 203 
• Student Center 2W6 – William “Tootie” Carter 
• Holderby Hall 105 – Department of Housing,– Miriah Young 
• Sorrell Maintenance Building – Physical Plant– Denise Wiley 
• Harris Hall 326 – Psychology – Nancy Tresch-Reneau 
• Smith Hall 738 – Mitzi Meade 
• Jenkins Hall 201 – College of Education– Toni Ferguson 
 
Other Locations: 
 
• South Charleston Campus – GC 304 – Joyce Harrah 
• SOM Medical Center – Suite 3407 – Lisa Maynard 
• 20th Street Professional Building – 1115 20th Street, Lobby – Missy Clagg-Browning 
 
If there are questions, or for more information, contact the Staff Council Office at ext. 62222 or 
easter@marshalll.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Foundation reports #Giving Tuesday a success for Marshall; 
Family Campaign kicks off 
 
Marshall University’s kick-off of the year-end 
giving campaign, which took place last week on 
#Giving Tuesday, was a success, according to 
Griffin Talbott, director of annual giving at the 
Marshall University Foundation. 
 
“We often note how proud we are of our Marshall alumni and friends and their generosity,” he 
said. “On #GivingTuesday, we received gifts totaling nearly $18,250, with $7,350 going to the 
Marshall University Foundation Grant for West Virginia! We are ecstatic!” 
 
As part of the global day dedicated to giving back, Huntington Mayor Steve Williams issued a 
proclamation designating December 1 as #GivingTuesday for Huntington, in the Brad D. Smith 
Foundation Hall. Faculty and staff, along with community members, were invited to attend the 
ceremony, which included an appearance by Marco. #GivingTuesday, which began in 2012, is 
dedicated to philanthropy and volunteerism in communities by involving businesses, nonprofits, 
academic institutions and individuals, among others. 
 
Marshall nursing student Tori Burdette, a scholarship recipient who spoke at the event, said, “I 
would just like to take this opportunity to thank scholarship donors. Without your support and 
dedication, I personally wouldn’t be where I am today …. For me personally my dream would 
still just be a dream if it hadn’t been for my donor. You may think of yourself as some ordinary 
person, but to those students who receive scholarships, we see you as blessing to our lives, a 
helping hand along the way, and for that we will forever be grateful.” 
 
The Family Campaign, the university’s annual faculty and staff giving campaign, also began last 
week. Faculty and staff received a letter and payroll deduction form in campus mail. “It’s the 
opportunity for faculty and staff to give to their passion at Marshall. Whether it is to the school 
or college from which they received their degrees or a scholarship or student program they feel 
strongly about supporting, every gift makes a difference,” Talbott said. “Thank you for the 
difference YOU make in student’s lives, like Tori, by Herding them Home to Marshall and 
providing the necessary funding for higher education.” 
 
The Family Campaign runs through Dec. 31. 
 
 
 
 
 
Biomedical sciences program issues Fall 2015 magazine 
 
Marshall University’s Biomedical Sciences 
Graduate Program has invited the Marshall 
community to enjoy reading the Fall 2015 issue of 
“We Are…Bridging Medicine and Science,” 
according to Diana Maue, graduate recruitment 
and communication coordinator for the program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The online link to the publication is 
http://www.marshall.edu/bms/files/2015/12/1233_biomedmagazine_Fall2015_Web.pdf. 
 
 
 
 
 
Nursing students attend sessions on forensic science and the role 
of DNA in sexual assaults 
 
School of Nursing students learned about forensic science last week so they can gain a better 
understanding of the role Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANEs) play in providing the best 
DNA evidence in sexual assault cases. 
 
In a two-day program, Dr. Terry W. Fenger, director of the Forensic Science Graduate Program, 
taught the nursing students from Dr. Nancy Elkins’ class about the process of DNA testing on 
sexual assault kits and providing detailed documentation related to sexual assault investigations. 
 
It is the first time these types of classroom sessions and tours about forensic science have been 
offered to Marshall’s nursing students. 
 
The future nursing professionals are learning about the role of SANEs who are often some of the 
first responders for a victim of sexual assault. Registered nurses become SANEs by receiving 
specialized training in the complete assessment, evaluation and treatment of the adult or pediatric 
sexual assault survivors. They are trained on how to recognize, collect and preserve evidence, 
which may yield the DNA of the individual who committed the assault. 
 
“The sessions offer an opportunity for Marshall’s nursing students to become informed about 
sexual assaults and the process of testing sexual assault kits,” Fenger said. “We hope it will 
encourage them to consider the additional training to become SANE nurses after graduation 
when they enter the workforce.” 
 
The nursing students received a tour of the Marshall Forensic Science Center’s nationally 
accredited forensic DNA laboratories and its digital forensic investigative laboratory that works 
in collaboration with West Virginia State Police investigators.  The forensic DNA laboratories 
have conducted DNA testing on over 2,000 sexual assault kits from jurisdictions in large 
metropolitan areas.  The West Virginia State Police Digital Forensic Unit operates an Internet 
Crimes Against Children Unit and conducts investigations that involve digital devices 
(smartphones) as evidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bookstore offering sale prices through tomorrow, Dec. 10 
 
The Marshall Bookstore is offering a 48-hour sale 
on apparel and gift items which runs from today 
through Thursday, Dec. 10. The sale features a 
20% discount for one item; 25% for two;  and 30% 
for three or more items. Some exclusions do apply. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Renowned Manhattan eye surgeon joins Marshall Health 
 
Rene S. Rodriguez-Sains, M.D., FACS, joined the 
faculty of the Marshall University Joan C. 
Edwards School of Medicine as an associate 
professor and member of Marshall Eye Surgeons, 
a department of Marshall Health, on Dec. 1. 
 
Rodriguez-Sains also serves as the chief of 
ophthalmic plastic and reconstructive surgery 
within the department of ophthalmology. 
 
He has been in private practice for more than 30 
years in New York City as an ophthalmic plastic 
surgeon, ophthalmologist and ophthalmic 
oncologist. He specializes in ophthalmic, reconstructive and cosmetic surgery. 
 
“We are most fortunate to have a physician of Dr. Rodriguez-Sains’ stature and experience 
relocate to southern West Virginia,” said R. Mark Hatfield, M.D., chair of the ophthalmology 
department at the School of Medicine. “Dr. Rodriguez-Sains visited and fell in love with the 
people of West Virginia. I could not be happier that access to care from an individual with such 
expertise will now be available to our region.” 
 
Rodriguez-Sains earned his medical degree from the New York University School of Medicine 
and his training at the Manhattan Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital, where he was a Heed 
Ophthalmic Foundation Fellow in ophthalmic oncology and ophthalmic plastic surgery. 
 
Rodriguez-Sains has authored numerous articles and chapter publications, as well as more than 
150 national and international lectures. 
 
Rodriguez-Sains is accepting new patients at clinics in both Huntington and Charleston. In 
Huntington, he will see patients on Mondays and Thursdays at Marshall Eye Surgeons located at 
5187 U.S. 60 E., working in conjunction with Drs. Charles Francis, Russell Fry and Vishal 
Verma, as well as optometrist Belinda Russell, O.D. In Charleston, temporary arrangements have 
been established for Dr. Rodriguez-Sains to see patients Wednesdays and Fridays at the office of 
Retina Consultants, 331 Laidley St., Suite 301. 
 
For appointments at either location, please call 304-691-8800. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall professor emeritus to be featured expert on BBC Radio 
Wales 
 
This month, Marshall Professor Emeritus Dr. 
David Woodward will be a historical consultant as 
part of a BBC Radio Wales series. The series, 
“Lloyd George’s War,” examines David Lloyd 
George’s influence on World War I. 
 
“People think of Winston Churchill and the 
Second World War but rarely talk about Lloyd 
George and the First World War,” program 
producer Ashley Byrne said. “Yet arguably he had 
a more difficult war. We’d never fought a war like 
it.” 
 
Woodward, a history professor at Marshall for 37 years, spoke with Byrne during a Dec. 4 
remote interview from  WMUL-FM studios. The conversation, which will be included in parts 2 
and 3 of the series, included details from Woodward’s 1983 book, “Lloyd George and the 
Generals,” which is the first of eight books from Woodward’s research. 
 
“I’ve been a student of the First World War for 40 years,” Woodward said during the interview. 
“I spent a tremendous amount of time in British archives.” 
 
Woodward received his doctorate in Modern European History from the University of Georgia in 
1965. He taught at Texas A&M University before joining the history faculty at Marshall in 1970. 
He has written widely on U.S. and British military and diplomatic history regarding the period of 
World War I. His publications include articles in the Journal of Modern History and other 
journals, essays in books and encyclopedia entries. 
 
The second and third episodes of “Lloyd George’s War” will be presented by broadcaster, 
historian and George’s great-great-grandson Dan Snow and can be heard via the BBC iPlayer 
Radio app at www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06qdhgd following the airings on BBC Radio Wales 
on Thursday, Dec. 10, and Thursday, Dec. 17. 
 
—————- 
 
Photo: Dr. David Woodward,  professor emeritus of history, speaks for BBC Radio Wales’ 
series “Lloyd George’s War” remotely from WMUL-FM’s Huntington studios Dec. 4. The 
second and third episodes of the series featuring Woodward will air Dec. 10 and 17. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faculty achievement: Dr. Jessica Hanna 
 
Dr. Jessica Hanna, a faculty member in the Leadership Studies/Adult and Technical Education 
program, received an award as outstanding graduate student paper submission at the Southern 
Regional Conference on Education Administration. This award was based on research she 
conducted on the quality differences between dissertations from online and traditional doctoral 
programs. She defended her dissertation in November 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are…Marshall will be distributed Jan. 6, 2015. Please send any 
materials for consideration to Pat Dickson by 5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 4. 
